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Sample Letters to Support the Preservation of Route 66 
House of Representatives Sample Letter 
 
Dear Representative, 

Today, I write to ask you to support legislation (H.R. 5470) that would designate Route 66 as 
a National Historic Trail and to work with your colleagues to ensure House passage this year. 
Bipartisan legislation to designate Route 66 as a national historic trail was previously 
unanimously approved by the House of Representatives.     

Route 66, the most culturally celebrated and internationally recognized stretch of highway in 
America, is where generations of open-road seekers experienced the quintessential road 
trip. As our nation’s first all-paved highway connecting the Midwest to California, it served as 
a “road to opportunity” for Americans escaping the devastation of the Dust Bowl in the 
1930s. Today, along its more than 2,400 miles are places that tell the full history of our 
country, including an enduring spirit of entrepreneurship.     

With the upcoming centennial celebration in 2026 and an opportunity to generate economic 
revitalization in Route 66 communities, a broad coalition is seeking a National Historic Trail 
designation for Route 66. National Historic Trails are nationally significant historical travel 
routes established by Congress. This designation would not increase regulations or 
restrictions for Route 66, but rather bring greater public interest and investment to the 
communities along this iconic highway. Most importantly, a National Historic Trail 
designation will help preserve Route 66 as a vital, iconic, and evolving piece of Americana 
for generations to come.     

For all these reasons and more, I urge your support for National Historic Trail designation for 
Route 66 as outlined in bipartisan legislation led by Representatives Darin LaHood (R-IL) 
and Teresa Leger-Fernandez (D-NM), and respectfully ask you to work with your House 
colleagues to secure passage of this bill (H.R. 5470).     

 Thank you.   
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Senate Sample Letter 
 
Dear Senator, 

Today, I write to ask you to support legislation (S. 2887) that would designate Route 66 as a 
National Historic Trail and to work with your colleagues to ensure Senate passage this year.    

Route 66, the most culturally celebrated and internationally recognized stretch of highway in 
America, is where generations of open-road seekers experienced the quintessential road 
trip. As our nation’s first all-paved highway connecting the Midwest to California, it served as 
a “road to opportunity” for Americans escaping the devastation of the Dust Bowl in the 
1930s. Today, along its more than 2,400 miles are places that tell the full history of our 
country, including an enduring spirit of entrepreneurship.     

With the upcoming centennial celebration in 2026 and an opportunity to generate economic 
revitalization in Route 66 communities, a broad coalition is seeking a National Historic Trail 
designation for Route 66. National Historic Trails are nationally significant historical travel 
routes established by Congress. This designation would not increase regulations or 
restrictions for Route 66, but rather bring greater public interest and investment to the 
communities along this iconic highway. Most importantly, a National Historic Trail 
designation will help preserve Route 66 as a vital, iconic, and evolving piece of Americana 
for generations to come.     

For all these reasons and more, I urge your support for National Historic Trail designation for 
Route 66 as outlined in bipartisan legislation, and respectfully ask you to work with your 
Senate colleagues to secure passage of this bill (S. 2887).     

  

Thank you. 
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