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GIS In Preservation
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Today's Webinar

New to GIS?

• Be inspired by what's 
possible

• Think about the big picture & 
resources available

Have GIS Experience?

• Learn about specific products 
used

• Think about technical details of 
data creation & management
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Featuring:

• Kate Lenzer, National Trust for Historic Preservation

• Hannah Ratzlaff, City of Little Rock, Arkansas

• Karina Amalbert, Latinos in Heritage Conservation

• Allison Lehn, National Trust for Historic Preservation

• Andres Vazquez and Lydia Troup, Esri



GIS for Municipal 
Preservation Programs

Visualizing the Past & Present for Future 
Development​ in a Locally Designated Historic District​

HANNAH RATZLAFF, PLANNING MANAGER | CITY OF LITTLE ROCK
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Intro
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s Local 

Historic District

photo courtesy of the Quapaw Quarter Association.
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s 

Local Historic District
d. 1840

d. 1960, 
ren. 2020s

Built Heritage
• Period of significance: 1842 -1960​

• 282 Structures (not including accessory structures)​

• 1 National Historic Landmark​

• 20 National Register Sites​

• 20 + Historic Architectural Styles​

• Variety of Traditional Building Materials​

• Historic Grid Streetscapes & Alleys

New Development
• Infill Construction: 1961-Present

• 20+ Buildable Vacant Lots
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s 

Local Historic District

1940 aerial 1960 aerial 1998 aerial
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s Local 

Historic District
Historic Sites
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s Local 

Historic District
New Construction
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MacArthur Park: Little Rock’s Local 

Historic District
Historic Streetscape Features
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MacArthur Park Local Historic District Viewer

littlerock.gov/preservation
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MacArthur Park Local Historic District Viewer

378 Sites
• historic, non-historic, and lost

• 278 existing sites

• 47 lost sites

• 28 vacant lots with infill potential

15+ Datasets & Collections
• digital and non-digital resources/attributes

5 Priority Audiences 
• City staff & Commissioners

• Property owners

• Developers/contractors

• Researchers

• Realtors

7.42 Avg. Views/Day
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MacArthur Park Local Historic District Viewer

Data Layers
• Historic Sites & Buildings

• Lost Historic Sites

• Infill Opportunities

• State Zoning boundaries

• Buildings by Decade
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Viewer: Data Integration

PAgis/CLR

Building 
Outlines + 

Demos

Building Point 
Addressing

Parcels

Aerials

AHPP

Historic Sites 
Data

Arkansas 
Architectural 

Resource 
Forms (AARF)

Capitol Zoning 
Boundaries

NPS

National 
Register 
Database

National 
Register (NR) 
Nominations

Archives

Quapaw 
Quarter 

Association 
Records

Arkansas 
Studies Catalog 

& Digital 
Collection

Old State 
House Museum 

Archives

Field

2023-2024 
Photographs of 
Artifacts/Sites

CLR Housing & 
Planning 

Staff Photos

Community

Family Photo 
Albums

“Forgotten Little 
Rock” 

Facebook Page

Encyclopedia of 
Arkansas

Datasets
Digitized 

Documents
Digital 

Resources
Physical 

DocumentsKey
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Viewer: Data Expansion

Source Data
• Surveyed Address

• Historic District

• AARF Resource

• NR Eligibility

• NR Eligibility Code

Expanded Data
• Construction Date

• Demolition/Relocation 

Date

• Construction Decade

• UV Listed

• Development Review 

Agency

• Historic Tax Credit 

Eligible

Expanded Data
• Date Listed

• Level of Significance

• NR Criterion

• Area of Significance

• Architectural 

Classification

• Architect/Builder



20

Viewer: Data Automation

PAgis/CLR

Building 
Outlines + 

Demos

Building 
Point 

Addressing

Parcels

AHPP

Historic 
Sites Data

Model workflow diagram to spatially join(ing) attributes of historic site data and 

building outline data to a building outline polygon.



21

Audience: Staff
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Audience: Property Owner
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Audience: Property Owner



24

Audience: Developer
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Audience: Researchers
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Audience: Realtors
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Future Modifications & Potential

1. Decade Aerial Basemaps & Sanborn Maps

2. Integrating staff photos, 1980-2021

3. Adapting for unanticipated users
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Advice & Lessons Learned

1. Be best friends with your City’s GIS professionals.

2. Learn GIS – don’t be scared, it’s fun! Powers unlocked.

3. Have open conversations with your State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO).

4. Automate as much as you can. Create an integrated and 

appropriately scaled workflow. Don’t abandon data 

management.
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Program Momentum
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Historic Landmarks & District Viewer
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Historic Preservation Active Projects Viewer



Mapping Stories, 
Preserving Comunidad
KARINA AMALBERT | JANUARY 2026

Tucson, Arizona Nogales, Arizona Albuquerque, New Mexico
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• Homage to nuestra abuelas, the original caretakers 
of Latinx history

• Living digital space 
• Curation of oral histories, photos, recipes, etc.

• Co-created systematic process 
• From memory mapping to digital community 

libraries 

• Centered on community accessibility 
• Transparency and digital accessibility Albuquerque, New Mexico
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• Experience Builder 

– Our central website, accessible to the public, 
where we host all of our material.

• StoryMaps 

– StoryMaps are the final deliverable of our 
conversations with our Abuelas! We cluster our 
StoryMaps thematically into StoryMap 
Collections.

• Survey123

– Sometimes, our participants only have 5 
minutes to share a story! Our Abuelas 
Survey123 Survey allows folks to submit stories 
without the additional time pressures. 

What is the 

GIS 

structure?
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From memory maps to digital maps!

• Memory Maps 

– Allowing participants to spatially lay out sites 
of important memories! 

• Oral History 

– Participants are the primary source and tellers 
of their story!

• Digital Community Library 

– Memory maps, oral histories, and community 
archive feed into the Abuelas Project!
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¡GRACIAS!
latinoheritage.us

info@latinoheritage.us

Tucson, Arizona



ROUTE 66 REMAP: Spatial Data 
and Storytelling for Impact

National Trust for Historic Preservation

ALLISON LEHN, GIS ANALYST
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Two approaches

• Data first
– Searching for a story within a 

dataset you’ve created or have 
access to

– Letting the process of creating 
the data tell the story

• Story first
– Finding or creating the data to 

convey an intended narrative or 
answer a question

– Using the StoryMap platform’s 
features as a narrative tool
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Data First: Route 66 Postcards
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Data First: Postcard Road Trip
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Data First: Legacy Businesses
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Data First: Roadside Resilience
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Data First: Route 66 Census Analysis
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Story First: Historic Maps of Route 66
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Story First: Historic Tax Credits
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Preservation Geospatial Resource Hub
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Takeaways

• Take a data inventory

• Determine your purpose

• Make your maps interesting

• Budget your time



Accessing GIS Tools & Resources

Andres Vazquez, Esri Nonprofit Account Manager
Lydia Troup, Esri Solution Engineer

JANUARY 28, 2026



Nonprofit Program

Our Commitment to Nonprofits 
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The preservation GIS community is massive!
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But how are they using GIS?
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Document & 
Protect 

Landmarks

Collect & 
Share

Stories
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Historic Sites

ArcGIS Living Atlas provides 
authoritative ready to use layers of 
historic places across the globe
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Smithsonian – A Right to the City

Interfaith Neighbors– Springwood Avenue Heritage Walk

The Montpelier Foundation – 

3d Rendering
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Interfaith Neighbors

Story collection form

Latinos in Heritage Conservation – 

The Abuelas Project 



OUR COMMITMENT TO NONPROFITS 

Nonprofit Program

Program offerings:

DEVELOPER

TOOLS

TRAINING

SOFTWARE

& SAAS

DATA 

& MAPS

COMMUNITYSUPPORT PARTNERS

SERVICES

Visit esri.com/nonprofit
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RESOURCES

• Deeply discounted 

access to ArcGIS

• Eligible organizations 

include education 

institutions, research 

organizations, and 

museums 

Esri Education 

Program
• Free, self-paced 

training courses

• Curated learning 

plans 

• Free MOOCs (massive 

open online courses) 

Esri Academy

• Free, self-paced, step-

by-step, guided tutorials

• Practice with real world 

data 

Learn ArcGIS



Need a GIS Volunteer?

Apply at www.giscorps.org
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Building community

Brochures & e-Books

New quarterly newsletter

Nonprofit Meetups
(Registration is free)

Year-round Connectivity

Share Your Stories

Webinars

Solutions and Education

Training

Resource Hub

Memberships & Events

Innovation with Partners

Esri FedGIS

Washington, DC

February 10-11, 2026
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Thank you!
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Use the Q&A function to 
ask questions of the speakers.

QUESTION AND ANSWER



Upcoming Webinars:

Advocating Successfully for State Historic Tax Credits
February 10, 2026, 1:00pm eastern

Federal Preservation Priorities for 2026
February 25, 2025, 2:00pm eastern
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Thank You!

Visit Our Website:
https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum

Watch for Upcoming Webinars & View Webinar Archives:
https://savingplaces.org/upcoming-webinars

Contact Us:
forum@savingplaces.org 

https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum
https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum
https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum
https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum
https://savingplaces.org/preservation-leadership-forum
https://savingplaces.org/upcoming-webinars
https://savingplaces.org/upcoming-webinars
https://savingplaces.org/upcoming-webinars
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